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EPHESIANS ii. 20. 


« And are built upon the foundation 
c of the apoſtles, and prophets, JEsus 
« Cuyxr1sT himſelf being the chief 
« corner-ſtone.” 


HE foregoing diſcourſes againſt 
the — of the Romani/ts, 
have given you an account of their 
ſetting up a kingdom of this world, 
under the name and notion of a 
Church; which they aſſert, is the 

only church that hath falvation in it, and the 

Keys of Heaven and Hell committed to its ru- 

lers and paſtors. In one diſcourſe, the notes and 

marks, which they bring to prove themſelves the 
true and only church of CHRIST, have been 
examined ; and the falſhood of their ways of ar- 
guing from thence, was ſhewn. In another dij- 
courſe, their grievous uſurpation and iniquity was 

= in 1 at che bead of their church a 

ſcvereign Pontiff; whom they make, very unjuſt- 

Ys ſucceſſor to St. Peter, as if he had a power 

uperior to the other apoſtles, and ſuperior to the 
kings of the earth; yea, whoſe decrees, and dif 
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penſiug powers, are advanced above all that ever 
were called Gops in this world. In a third 
diſcourſe, the pretended authority and infallibility 
of this church, ( that is, of Pope and his 
councils) you have had fairly repreſented, and 
very largely expoſed. 

My province now is, to ſet before you the true 
and only foundation upon which the Chriſtian Ca- 
tbolick Church is built; with the neceſſity of our 
adhering to the Scriptures, through faith in 
CnRr1sT, for our eternal ſalvation. So that my 
preſent buſineſs will be to prove the perfection, 
and perſpicuity of the holy ſcriptures; and the 
reaſon that we have to receive them as the word 
of Gop, without depending upon the teſtimony 
of the church of Rome, or admitting their tradi- 
tions as neceſſary to be received together with the 
ſacred writings. „ 

All their uſurped authority, the doctrine of the 
Pope's ſupremacy, and their confining the title 
of Catholic Church to themſelves, are built upon, 
and ſupported by what they call either apoftolical, 
or ecclefraſtical traditions. | 

I have therefore choſen the 7ext now read, for 
the ſubject of the ex/uzng diſcourſe ; being better 
ſuited (in my apprehenſion) than any other I 
could fix upon, to anſwer the ends I have in 
view, © And are built upon the foundation of 
«© the apoſtles and prophets, IEsus CurisT 
e himſelf being the chief corner-ſtone,” _ 

That we may fee the true meaning and import 
of theſe words, our attention will be requiſite 

for a few minutes to the context, before we come 
to 


FS 


to apply ourſelves to the difference betwixt us 
and the Papiſts about /cripture and traditions, 

St. Paul, in the iſt, 4th, and 5th verſes of this 
chapter, tells the Epheſians who were converted 
to Chriſtianity out of the heathen or gentile 
world, That © they who were dead in treſpaſ- 
&« ſes and fins, are quickened together with 
« CHRIST.“ Thro' the © rich mercy and great 
love of Gop,” there was a power, proportio- 
nate to that of quickening and raiſing the dead 
body of Cy RIsT, manifeſted in their being gurck- 
ened together with him. The apoſtle therefore 
deſcribes the ſtate of fr, and death, and ſubjecti- 
on to the prince of this world, (v. 2, 3.) in which 
they were, when the goſpel was ſent by the free 
undeſerved favour and grace of GoD to /ave 
them; and which by the power and love of Gop 
became effectual to their converſion, and to bring 
them into the Chriſtian life. 

In the fame mighty power and love we hope 
and truſt, for the raiſing and quickening that part 
of the world called Chriſtian, where thro' a 
dreadful and long apoſtacy, men are walking 
juſt as the heathen Epheſians did, © according 
ce to the courſe of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, the ſpirit that 
© now worketh in the children of diſobedience.” 
Amongſt whom even ve of this Proteſtant king- 
dom, „ had our converſation in times paſt, in 
« the luſts of our fleſh, fulfilling the deſires [or 
« wills] of the fleſh, and of the mind, and 
were by nature the children of wrath, even as 
* Others. The rich mercy, the great love 


wherewith Gop loved us, when he ſaved us out 
wx 3 of 


[ 6 ] 
of ſuch a ſtate of ſlavery, and death, as that of 
Popery, ſhould encourage us to hope for the fal- 
vation of other nations and people, in the day of 
God's power ; and whilſt we are uſing our beſt” 
endeayours to recommenda pure ſcriptural religion, 
let us wait for the manifeſtations of a further 
power from on high, when the Lok p himſelf 
ſhall «* conſume that Wicked by the ſpirit of 
„ his mouth, and ſhall deſtroy him with the 
e brightneſs of his coming.” A firm perſuaſion 
that the overthrow of Popery, (let the kings and 
rulers of the earth favour it as they pleaſe) ſhall 
be by a power like that which raiſed CuRIST 
from the dead, and firſt ſet up the goſpel — 
dom in the world, led me to this digr 
which will, I hope, be allow'd upon the 7. 
ſent occaſion. 

To proceed in our account of the context: 
The Gentiles being brought into the kingdom of 
Gop by pure grace and favour, as the eus 
had been of old, both were raiſed together, and 
made to fit together | in the ſame goſpel kingdom, 
which is called the kingdom of Heaven, or heg- 
venly places in CHRIS JE sus, v. 6. They were both 
alike in this, that there were no works of which 
either could boaſt; but works for which both 
might have been for ever rejected and condemn- 
ed. By grace alone they were both equally privi- 
leg d, both being ſaved upon the fame foot, that 
is, through FAITH. And this falvation thro' 
faith, (in the whole contrivance * and method of 


it) 


Sn ſeems to refer to the Whole work of ſalvation, and net 
to [ mz ] faith, by a regular conſtruction. 


1 


it) they were ever to look upon as the gift of 
Gop, and not owing to themſelves, ver. 8. 
So that no ſuch thing as works of /uperero- 
gation, or works to be boaſted of in the fight 
of Gop, and meriting at his hands, are to be 
brought into the goſpel ſcheme of being ſaved, 
v. 9. not of works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt.” 
And yet this falvation doth neceſſarily include 
good works, as the fruit and effect of faith in 
CHRIST ; for which Gop hath before provided, 
that we ſhould both be directed and enabled to 
walk in them, v. 10. For we are his work 
% manſhip created in CHRISH JEsUs unto good 
« works, which Gop hath before ordained, [or 
«« prepared] that we ſhould walk in them.“ He 
hath made ſufficient preparation for this under 
the goſpel. 

The matter being thus ſtated, and Yew and 
Gentile thus united, the apoſtle would have the 
Epbeſians mindful of their former ſtate of aliens, 
whieh he deſcribes in the 11th and 12th verſes ; 
and alſo by whom this nion was brought about, 
Cnx1sT JEsus; and how wonderfully it was ef- 
fected, by his crucifixion and blood ; of which a 
very diſtinct account is given in thoſe five verſes, 
from the 13th to the 18th ver. But I muſt not 
ſtay upon them; tho' there are ſeveral. things 
concerning the aboliſhing of the Fewiſb rites and 
ordinances, and diffolving their church-ſtate, as 
a national and temporal polity, that may ſerve to 
expoſe the /ch1/matical principles and practices of 
the Papal fate and church: In which innumer- 
able rites and ordinances are ſet up, more carnal 
and worldly, than thoſe of Moſes ; and a temporal 

kingdom 
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kingdom and polity more injurioufly excluſive of 
the nations that refuſe ſubjection to them, than 
the Jewiſh covenant of peculiarity was. 

To go on: CuRI1sT having * preached peace 
« to them that were far off, and to them that 
« were nigh, it follows, that through him both 
*« have an acceſs, by one SPIRIT, unto the 
« FATHER.” Here we ſee what regards are 
due to the ever-bleſſed Trinity, FATHER, Sox, 
and SPIRIT, in the affair of our falvation, 
The whole work is built upon it, and the whole 
church is hereby framed together to be an holy 


_ temple in the Lord. So that this doctrine is to 
be received, not as the doctrine of the Roman 


church, nor as the doctrine of any particular Pro- 
tetant church; but as a /cripture doftrine, upon 
which the univerſal church is built. Where this 
doctrine is received and believed, as the ſcripture 
requires it ſhould, producing all the genuine and 
ſaving effects of ſuch a faith, what is ſaid of the 
Epbeſian church may be applied to others; © In 
*« WHOM (i. e.) [the Loxp Jeſus Chriſt] you 
© alſo are builded together for an habitation of 
« Gop, through the SPIRIT.“ Thus ends the 
chapter where our text is. 

According to this moſt wiſe, and moſt exten- 
ſively merciful and benevolent conſtitution of 
things, the Gentiles are taken into the ſame 
houſhold of Go with the Fews. And in every 
nation, where a number of men are brought to be- 
lieve and obey the goſpel, and to worſhip Gop 
according to the ardinances thereof, they are to 
be look'd upon. as parts and members of the 
one Catholick church of Chriſt. Even to ” in 

| _ theſe 
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theſe ies afar off from any likelihood to par- 
take ſuch bleſſings, are theſe glad tidings ſent : 
© Ye are no more ſtrangers, and foreigners, but 
& fellow-citizens with the faints, and of the 
« houſhold of Gop.” It will reward your pains, 
diligently to compare the 12th and 19th verſes 
of this chapter, to take the ſenſe of theſe expreſ- 
ſions, as they include 9 that are in Chriſt Jeſus 
every where: All ſuch being now equally inveſted 
with the fame rights and privileges, as fe/low- 
citizens, and admitted to the fame nearneſs to 
Gop, as domeſticks. 3 

All the churches of Chriſt, being thus made 
one by him 9 7s our peace, are built upon the 
Foundation of the apoſtles and prophets, IEsus 
CHR1sST himſelf being the chief corner-/tone. 

From this thread of St. Pas diſcourſe, concern- 
ing the Jews and Gentiles being made one, it is evi- 


dent, that by the prophets he means the Old Tefta- 


ment ſcriptures, and by the afpotles the New. The 
whole church of Gop, both under former diſpen- 
ſations, and now under the goſpel, was, and is 


built, upon the doctrine of the prophets, including 


Moſes as the principal and moſt eminent of them; 
and upon the doctrine of the apoſtles, including 
St. Paul who writes this with the other apoſtles : 
Their doctrine (as has been ſaid before) not their 

rſons, is the foundation upon which Gop hath 


built his church; Jrsus Ca R1sT being the chief 


corner tone, by which both parts of the building 
are united, and upon which they 29. Both pro- 
phets and apoſtles center in him. 

The primary foundation is CHRIST. There- 


fore in another text of ſcripture it is faid, 
« That 


2 " 8 — — 4 * 2 
LOS — „ * — - = 
S 


* 
— 


| 
45 
1 
? 
Y 
8 
1 
4 


- > „„ 
1 1 1 
* 


2 W ² FE r n 


gots — „ „„ — A 9 we rt ow * 


— 


[ 10 ] 
« That other foundation can no man lay, than 
ce that 1 Is laid, which is JEsUs CHRIST, 1 Cor. 
« iii. 2. In that very place, Paul, Apolles, and 
Cephas (or Peter) himſelf, are denied to be | 
foundations. They were only miniſters by whom 
Chriſt and the eſſentials of Chriſtianity were 


| preached, and workmen by whom the church 


was raiſed ; and in THIS view they themſelves 
refer to CHRIST as the only foundation. But the 
dettrines, or writings of the prophets and apo- 


ſtles, are the foundation of Gop's church in a 


ſecondary ſenſe ; they being authorized by Chriſt, 


and qualified by the guidance and aids of his 
infallible Spirit, to lay thoſe foundations thro' 
faith in his name, upon which the whole fa- 
brick or ſuperſtructure ſhould abide, and be car- 
ried on throughout all ages of the world. 

From hence, therefore, the two following 
things are evident, which may comprize all that 
is neceſſary to be ſaid on the part I have choſen 
to take in this lecture. 


I. That the church of Gop, the true . 
of Chriſt throughout all nations, is built intirely 
upon the Scriptures. And therefore, 

IT. That a church built upon traditions, which 
are beſide and againſt ſcripture, as far as it goes 
off from, or oppoſeth the apoſtles and prophets, 
is a building of men, formed to ſerve their own 
ends and purpoſes, not thoſe of the goſpel. 

I thought to have enlarged on that delightful 
view of our text, its referring to JEsUs CHRIST 
as the grand ſubjed? and /cope of the writings both 
of the prophets and apoſtles : And to have conſi- 


dered the expreſſion here uſed, Chriſt himſelf be- 


ing 
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ing the chief corner-ſtone, together with thoſe 
places that ſtyle him the head of the corner: But fo 
many things have been ſuggeſted already on the 
headſhip of our LorD JIxsus, and his being /cle 
king in his own kingdom, without any vica- 
rious governour, or vi/ible head of his church 
here on earth, that I need not take up any of the 
preſent time in diſcourſing on this part of the 
ſubject. I ſhall therefore now keep to the two 
general heads I have mention'd. 


I. The church of Gop, conſiſting of the whole 
Body of Chriſtians, is built intirely upon the ſcrip- 
tures. | 

This hath been inſiſted on already, and in 
one view or other will be referr'd to in all our 
diſcourſes againſt the Romaniſts. But what I 
have now to offer, will be in a manner quite 
different from what has been faid before; but 
yet ſo as to be a further and fuller confirmation 
of the foregoing diſcourſes. 

By the /criptures we mean the books of the Old 
and New Teftament, as they are now received, 
and allowed to be canonical by the church of 
Rome, as well as by ourſelves, excepting what 
we commonly call the Apocrypha. For tho' the 
apocryphal books may be read © for example 
of life, and inſtruction of manners, yet they 
* are no part of the canon of ſcripture, nor is 
« any doctrine to be eſtabliſhed by them.” 

As to the pretended authority of the church of 
Rome, to ſettle the canon of ſcripture, and to de- 
termine what is ſcripture, and what not, ſo much 
hath been ſaid already, that I need not ſtay to 
expoſe their pretenſions in a way of confutation. 
| B 2 5 The 
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The reaſons that we have to believe He ferihe 
tures are the word of Gop, and to receive 
preſent books of the Old and New Te eftament as 
genuine, without our having any regard to the 
Roman church as ſuch, will appear in the 1 
of this diſcourſe. . 

When we aflert that the church of CHRIST is 
built upon the ſcriptures, the church of Rome 
doth not oppoſe us, while they allow, That 
© the ſcripture is to be received by all Chriſtians 
© as the znfall;ble word of GOD. But when 
they ſay, that the ſcripture is not a ſufficient foun- 
dation to build the church upon, without theit 
interpretations and additions; in oppoſition- to 
that we fay, That the true church of Chriſt, 
throughout all nations, is built 1iNTIRELY upon 
© the ſcripture. That is, either upon thoſe 
things which are expreſſly contained in {cripture, 
or ſuch things as are p/arnly proved from thence, 
by conſequences that are referr'd to every man's 
reaſon and conſcience, as in the ſight of Gop. 

This is what we mean by a judgment of pri- 
vate diſcretion, upon which Proteſtants very juſt- 
ly oppoſe the impoſitions, and pretended powers 
of the Roman church, in matters that concern our 
lalvation. 

1. I ſhall therefore ſhew, in oppoſition to Po- 
pery, the ſufficiency or perfection of ſcripture to 
inform and guide us in all necgſary things. 

We tay, that „ Whatſoever is not read in 
ſeripture, nor may be proved thereby, is not 
to be required of any man, that it ſhould be 
«© believed as an article of faith, or be thought 
© requiſite, or neceſſary to falvation,” Article VI, 


The 
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The Romaniſts ſay, that All things necefla- 
« ry to ſalvation are NoT contained in ſcripture, 
but that a number of articles, relating both to 
faith, worſhip, and manners, are to be received 
from their — c 

The Council of Trent declared, that the oral 
traditions of the Catholick church (meaning the 
Roman) were to be received with EQUAL PIETY 
and reverence, as the books of the Old and New 
Teftament * ; and he that deſpiſeth the faid tra- 
ditions, is accurſed . 7 

But I need not take pains to prove this, ſince 
it is not denied by thoſe that are now endea- 
vouring to make converts to Popery in this city, 
In a little pamphlet which hath been put into 
many hands of late, it is asked, Why ſhould not 
the ſcripture alone be the rule of faith? And the 
anſwer there given, in one part of it, is, Becauſe 
ſeveral neceſſary articles are either not AT ALL 
contained in ſcripture, or at leaſt are not plain in 
the ſcripture without the help of tradition. Of 
tradition we ſhall ſpeak hereafter. The quoting 
of this paſſage here, is only to ſhew, that their 
aſſerting the inſufficiency of ſcripture to ſalvation, 
is what they openly avow and teach, even in a 
Proteſtant country. 1 

Now in this, let their own confeſſion, of the 
ſcriptures being the infallible word of Gop, be 
their confutation. For that infallible word de- 
clares, That all ſcripture is given by inſpira- 
« tion of Gop, and 1s profitable for doctrine, 
„for reproof, for correction, for inſtruction in 

e righteouſneſs, 


Pari pietatis affeftu, ac reverentia, ſuſcipit ac venetatur. 
+ Si quis—Traditiones prædictas ſciens & prudens contempſerit, 
Anathema fit, Concil. Trid. Se. 4. Decr. de Scripturis, 


[ 74 ] 
&« righteouſneſs, that the man of Gop may be 
*« PERFECT, [or may be perfected] through 
« furmſhed * ALI ol —.— 20 Tim. iii 16 
« 17.” It the man of Gop here be underſtood 
of a paſtor, or teacher of others, then it is ex- 
preſſly declared, that the ſcripture is given to 
perfect the paſtor or teacher for his office, and 
throughly to furniſh him for all good works be- 
longing to his ſtation. That whatever is needful 
in a way of dofrine relating to matters of truth 
and faith, or in a way of reprog to ſhew men 
their errors, or in a way of correction to con- 
vict men of fin and of their faults, or in a way 
of inſtruction as to their duty, to teach them 
all righteouſneſs; in all theſe things the ſcrip- 
ture is to perfect the man of God, and throughly 
to furniſh him for every good work; and there- 
fore it muſt contain every thing neceſſary to ſuch 
purpoſes. Conſequently if any thing taught by 
the man of Gop, or pretended man of God, 
be not in the ſcripture, nor to be evidently and 
convincingly deduced from thence, it is not ne- 
 ceſſary to ſalvation. Yea, by this infallible word 
of Gop, ſuch man is out of the way of falva- 
tion himſel „ that does require any thing to be 
received as of equal authority with the goſpel. 
If an apoſtle, or an angel from Heaven was to 
be accurſed for doing this, ſurely a biſhop or 
miſſionary of Rome cannot expect to fare better, 
in declaring that there are u, NECESSARY 
articles NOT contained in ſcripture, ©* Though 
« we, (faith the apoſtle) or an angel from hea- 
« ven preach any other goſpel, than that which 
« we have R unto you, let him be ac- 
5 « curſed,” 
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[ 15 ] 
© curſed.” To impreſs this the more, and to 
declare the certainty of the curſe apoſtolical 
coming upon ſuch, it is immediately repeated, 
(not in ſpeaking only, but in writing, of which 
there would have been leſs need, if the im- 


portance of the thing had not required it:) * As 


« we ſaid before, ſo ſay I now again, if any 
« man preach any other goſpel unto you, than 
te that ye have received, let him be accurſed, 
« Gal. i. 8, 9. 

Perhaps it will be here replied, That the church 
of Rome alloweth the ſufficiency of ſcripture to 


perfect the man of Gop, provided it be znterpre- 


ted as the Catholick church directs, meaning them- 


ſelves; and that there be alſo, with them, a hold- 


ing faſt thoſe traditions to which this written 
word refers. 

But will this free them from the charge of in- 
conſiſtency, and ſelfcontradiction? They profeſs 
to receive the ſcripture (that is, the word written) 
as the infallible word of Gop. This word de- 
clares, that [as ads ha is profitable to all thoſe 

urpoſes that ſhall make the man of Gop per- 


fed, throughly furniſhed to all good works. Then 


they ſay, That there are other articles neceſſary 
to make the biſhop or paſtor perfect, which are 
not contained in the word written, but are pre- 
ſerved and handed down from one age to ano- 
ther by tradition. 
Now what can be an abſurdity, and ſelf-con- 
tradiction, if this be not ;-—- That the written 
word of Gop is infallibly true, which fays, The 


ſcriptures are able to make men wie to ſalvation 


thro' faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and to make the _ 
0 


[26 ] 
of God perfect: And yet that they are vo able 
to make the man of Gop perfect without other 
neceſſary articles added to them. | 

The Ramaniſts, to palliate this inconfiſtency, 
and prevent the offence it muſt needs give, if it 
was clearly diſcerned, . here plead, That the ſcri- 
pture itſelf refers to traditiont, which are to be 
held faſt, as well as the things that are written. 
For which they quote a paſſage out of the ſecoud 
Epiſtle to the Theſſalomans ; Therefore brethren 
„ ſtand fait, and hold the traditions which ye 
te have been taught, whether by word or our 
tc epiſtle.” The true and full meaning of that 
place, will be ſet before you by and by. Nothing 
is needful to be ſaid here, fave only to obſerve, 
That by the Romani/t's explication of this text, 
they make the ſcripture contradict itſelf ; as if it 
declared in one place, That the things written are 
ſufficient to ſalvation through faith in Chriſt, and 
to perfect the man of Gop; and then in another 
place, requires the holding faſt traditions taught 
by woRD ONLY, which were to be in all ages 
additional to thoſe things that are written; for 
this is their explication : Whereas the ſcripture 
evidently ſpeaks of the /ame things that were 
taught by hor apoſtles, both in word and writing ; 
and therefore whether they were received from 
THEM, in one way or the other, the Theſſa/o- 
nians were required to hold them faſt, 

But if the Romiſb church can throw their own 
inconſiſtencies and abſurdities upon the ſcripture, 
they do not ſtick to do it, however they expoſe 
that ſacred book to contempt. The more Infidels 
are led to cavil againſt it, and to deny the _— 
| | 0 
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of it, the more neceſſary do Papiſts make the teſti- 
mony and authority of their church: And well 
pleas d they are if this point be gain'd, however 
unfairly the ſcripture is treated either by them- 
ſelves or others. wy 

Here lies the head-ſpring and main ſupport of 
Popery © To ſet the ſcriptures at variance, and to 
excite a variety of opinions and warm diſputes 
amongſt men thereupon ; to which, in the cri- 
tical and rational way, they are always ready to 
lend their aſſiſtance on either fide ; and then make 
a judge of controverſies neceſſary to determine 
whoſe opinion ſhall ftand, and be confirmed by 
the ftamp of authority. And this judge of con- 
troverſies they make infallible, ſo as to abide by 
his decifions, though they prove to be contrary 
to expreſs ſcripture. In this, they aſſume a power 
beyond that of Gop himſelf, and therefore ex- 
poſe themſelves to a juſt contempt, in pretending 
to make both parts of a cantradiction true. For 
what the ſcripture aſſerts, they ſay is infallibly 


true, and yet what their church determines, 


(though it happen to be contrary to ſcripture) 
they ſay is infallibly true alſo. 
Eraſmus would have put the church of Rowe 


into a way to have ſecured their credit and power. 


much better, (when ſo many nations were break- 
ing off from them in the beginning of the Re- 
formation) if his ſentiments had been of ſuffi- 
cient weight with them. He would have had 


them to make no articles of faith neceſſary upon 


the authority of the church, but what are made 
neceſſary in /cripture ; which if they had been fo 


great 
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great number of articles by which they have been 
carried to ſet one rnfallbility againſt another. 
His ſentiments are worth reciting, as they are pre- 
ſerved in one of his epr/tles : * This would re- 
« concile people to the church of Rome, if all 
« things, fays he, were not ſo particularly de- 
ce fined, and made a matter of faith, which we 
« would have to belong to it; but thoſe only 
« which are evidently expreſs'd in the holy ſcrip- 
c tures, or without which we do not ſee any 
« way to be ſaved. To this purpoſe, a few 
« things may be ſufficient: And a few things 


may be ſooner perſuaded, than a great many. 
«© Now 


Quin & illud, mea ſententia, complures populos conciliaret ec- 
cleſiæ Romanæ ,. ſi non paſſim quælibet fic definiantur, ut veli- 
mus ad fidei negotium pertinere; {ed ea duntaxat, quz evidenter 
expreſſa ſunt in ſacris literis, aut fine quibus non conſtat ratio ſalutis 
noſtræ. Ad hæc pauca ſufficiunt, & pauca citius perſuadentur plu- 
ribus. Nunc ex uno articulo ſexcentos facimus, quorum aliqui tales 
ſunt, ut citra periculum pietatis vel neſciri poſſint, vel ambigi. 
Atque fic eſt mortalium ingenium, quod ſemel definitum eſt, tene- 
mus mordicus. Porro philoſophiæ Chriftiane ſumma in hoc ſita 
eſt, ut intelligamus omnem ſpem noſtram in Deo poſitam eſſe, qui 
gratis nobis largitur omnia per filium ſuum Fe/um: Hujus morte 


nos eſſe redemptos, in hujus corpus nos inſitos eſſe per baptiſmum, 
ut mortui cupiditatibus hujus mundi, ad illius doctrinam & exem- 


plum fic vivamus, ut non ſolum nihil admittamus mali, verum 
etiam de omnibus bene mereamur: Et ſi quid inciderit adverſi, 


fortiter toleremus ſpe futuri præmii, quod omnes pios haud dubie 


manet in adventu Chriſti : Ut ita ſemper progrediamur a virtute in 
virtutem, ut nihil tamen nobis arrogemus, ſed quicquid eſt boni 
Deo tranſcribamus. Hac potiſſimum ſunt animis hominum incul- 
canda, fic ut velut in naturam tranſeant. Quod fi qui volent circa 


naturam divinam, aut circa hypoſtaſim Chri/i, aut ſacramenta 


quædam abſtruſiora rimari, quo magis attollant mentem in ſublime, 
& a rebus humilioribus abducant, hactenus liceat, ut non ſtatim 
quod huic aut illi viſum fuerit, cogantur omnes profiteri. Quemad- 
modum ex loquacibus ſyngraphis citius naſcitur controverſia, fic ex 


plurimis definitionibus naſcitur diffidentia, Epift. Eraſmi Rot. Jo- 


anni Slechte Bohemo Sec. Ed. Lug. Bat. 1703. Ep. 478. Oper. 
On. Tom. 3. p. 521. | 
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Now out of one article, (as he goes on) we 
make fix hundred; ſome of which are ſuch, 
that without endan gering piety, we may ei- 
ther be ignorant, or doubt of them. And 


ſuch is the nature of mankind, that what 1s 


once defined they hold fo as to bite and devour 
one another. But when all's done, the ſum 
of Chriſtianity lies in this, (mind what he ſays) 
that we underſtand all our hope to be placed 
in Gop, who freely gives us all things by his 
Son JesuUs : By whoſe death we are redeemed, 
into 'whoſe body we are planted by baptiſm, 
that: being dead to the luſt of this world, we 
may live according to his doctrine and exam- 

ple; not only abſtaining from all evil, but 
endeavouring to deſerve well of every body: 

And if any adverſity happen, that we bear 
it couragiouſly, in hope of a future reward, 

which, without doubt, waits for all pious per- 


ſons at the coming of Chriſt. And that we 


make ſuch progreſs from virtue to virtue, as 
notwithſtanding to arrogate nothing to our- 
ſelves, but to aſcribe all the good that is in us, 
or that we can do, unto Gop.---Theſe things 
are chiefly to be inculcated.----But if any will 
ſearch into thoſe things that are more abſtruſe, 

about the divine nature, the hypoſtaſis of 


_« Chriſt, &c. that they may raiſe their minds 


&, the higher, and draw them from things be- 


& 
cc 
cc 
ec 


low ; let them do fo, provided that every bo- 


dy be not compell'd to believe what ſeems 


good to this or that perſon. For as out of 
large deeds law- ſuits ſooner ariſe, fo by many 


00 8 of things differences are begatten.” 


"> Had 
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Had this advice been taken, it would have 
prevented numberleſs contradictions which there 
are betwixt the infallible declarations of ſcrips 
ture, and the pretendedly infallible decifions of 
the Reman church. Moſt agreeable was this ad- 
vice to the Oration of Conſtantine, the firſt Chri- 
ſtian Emperor, when he would have fixed a rule 
for the council of Nice to keep to; (and no 
other tule ſhould ever be allowed by the civil 
power, for deciding matters in ecclefiaftical conn- 
cils ;) * Since they had the doctrine of the holy 
ec Spirit recorded in uriting, he tells them, that the 
© books of the evangeliſts and apoſtles, and the 
« oracles of the old prophets, evidently taught 
«© what we were to thi ink of the divine Majeſty. 
+ Therefore laying aſide ſeditious contention, 
he would have matters determin'd by the di. 
«© vine writings.” Theod, Hift. L. I. c. 7. 

But the ends of the Pope and his clergy could 
not be anſwered by bringing articles of faith into 
o narrow a compaſs as the 1 re had done. 
And therefore they went into the ſhameful ex- 
pedient of taking away the Bible from the peo- 
ple; that their Clergy might have the delivering 
out of ſuch paſſages only as ſhould ſerve their 
purpoſes; and might keep thoſe things lock'd up, 
and out of fight, that would diſcover their gur. 
ities and contradictiont. 

In thus denying the free uſe of ſcriptare, their 
violence is not to be endured by thoſe that know 
how directly they go againſt the authority of 
Gop ; and againſt many expreſs texts in both 
Teſtament, that require men to read the ſcrip- 


tures diligently, and euch them to their tbiluren; 
and 
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and to keep to the Law and to the 7 eftimony, de- 


claring that they who ſpeak not according to this 
word have no /;ght in them : And that all Chri- 
ſtians have it in charge from their Lord to ſearch 
the Scriptures, as the. acknowledged fountains of 
eternal life. And thoſe things which were deli- 
ver d by the firſt witneſſes to Chriſtianity, St. Luke 
declares were put into writing, that he who had 
been inſtructed in them before, might know them 


with certainty. And the apoſtles direct their epi- 


fikes to the jaints and faithful brethren ; and ex- 
preſly require that they ſhould be. read unto all, 
And in the cloſing book of Scripture, he is pro- 

nounced “ bleſſed that readeth, and they that 

« | hear the words of it.” 

It is not, as I ſaid, to be endured by thoſe that 
know theſe things, to be told they have no right 
to this bleſſing of reading the Scr daher and that 
they are not fit to be truſted with Bibles in their 
own tongue. However the Papiſts may colour 
this matter, or repreſent the ſenſe of the church 
of Rome, in thoſe places where they ſee Bibles in 
every common hand and houſe ; yet the uſe of 
the Bible is prohibited upon pod. penalties in all 

paſh countries. Aæorius, a man of great fame 
in the 26th century, (whoſe merit as a linguiſt, 
ſcripturiſt, and moral philoſopher, is highly ex- 
toll'd amongſt the Jeſuits, amongſt whom he was 
rector of ſeveral colleges) declares, that it is be- 
refy tp jay the ns we ought to be 'tranſlated into 
vulgar And tha he aſſerts at the fame 
time that he admita all «ere allowd to read the 
Scriptures for ſeveral hundred years.“ And ano- 

| ther 
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ther of their learned men yields to Era/mus, that 
the Scriptures ere of old tranſlated into the vul. 
gar tongues, and that the fathers, fuch as St. Chry- 
ſoſtom and St. Jerom, earneſtly exhorted the 2 8 
to read them ; but the caſe is alter d, fince ſuch miſe 
chief comes by reading the Scriptures. +. The 
council of Trent leaving it to the Pope to publiſh 

the Index of prohibited books, all perſons are for- 
bidden, by the fourth rule prefix d to that Index, 


the uſe of the Scripture in the uulgar tongue uuitb- 


out a particular hcenſe ; ani whoſoever preſumes to 
do it, ¶ ſuch a ſad wicked thing it is to ſearch the 
Scripture without their licenſe] he is not to receiue 
abſjelution, unleſs he firſt give up his Bible. And 
one of their beſt writers, upon the Scriptures" in 
Latin, I mean Eſtius, tho he is forc'd to allow, 
from Timothy mother and grandmother inſtructing 
him, when a child, in the holy Scriptures, that 
women are not to be wholly deprived of the uſe of 
the Scriptures; yet he preſently. adds, that hit is 
to be underſtood according to the rule of the Roman 
church, (which I have juſt mention d, and to 
which he refers) 70 extend only to ſuch as are judg'd 
out of danger of being kurt ¶ by their reading 
of them. And who thoſe licenſers are like to 
confine ſuch a favourable judgment to, you need 
not to be told. AF W anden 
But inſtead af bringing more teſtimonies to at- 
teſt this, it will turn to much better account to 
anſwer their pretended reafon” for depriving the 
common people of the uſe of their Bible. 
This brings me to.canſfider,.. 7 3 
| l NW Nea. Ihe 
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2. The perſpicuity or plainneſs of the ſacred 
Writings, in oppoſition to the Popiſb repreſenta- 
tion of them. 

Here it is alledg d, that St. Peter hath aſſured 
us there are ſome things in St. Paul's epiſtles 
e hard to be underſtood ; which they that are 
© unlearned and unſtable wreft, as they do alſo 
<« the other ſcriptures, to their own deſtruction.” 
2 Pet. iii. 16. From hence the Romaniſts con- 
clude, that the unlearned part of mankind are in 
more danger of being hurt by having the Scrip- 
tures, than by being denied the common uſe of 
them. There is ſuch a ſtreſs laid upon this in the 
little piece now handed about, to which I referr'd 
before, that upon this text in St. Peter only, the 
Scripture i is determin'd not to be ſufficiently clear, 
in all points wherein our ſalvation is concerned; but 
that the miſunderſtanding, and mifinterpreting of 
it, may endanger our eternal ſalvation. I have ta- 
ken the very words from the Profeſſion of Catho- 
lick Faith, extracted from the Council of Trent by 
Pope Pius IV. which is now in uſe for the re 
ception of converts into their church. And, as the 
many learned and excellent writings againſt Po- 
pery in former reigns, were ſpecially ſuited to the 
Popiſh books then in vogue; ſo I apprehend our 
more immediate and principal concern at this day, 
is to ſuit our diſcourſes to the things that are now 
ſpread abroad. 

I ſhall therefore ſhew, that the words of St. Pe- 
ter do not at all belong to the controverſy betwixt 

its about the clearne/s and 


plainneſs of Scripture in things neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion, We deſire to ſhew a becoming concern — 
1 
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the credit of the Scripture in point of owe NESS, 
as well as iency and perfection, whilſt bt 
would — 41 accuſer 1 contradictor of 4 
ſelf, in one caſe as well as the other. And 

I. It is to be obſerved, that the words of St. 
Peter do evidently imply the my thing, which 
the Papiſts bring them to 4 Becauſe ſome 
things are hard to be underſtood in a St. Paul's epi- 
ſtles, and other Scriptures, and the unſtable wreſt 
them, therefore the Papiſts would have them kept 
from the common people : whereas it is manifeſt, 
that the apoſtles allow'd and order'd the Serip- 
tures to be free for the % of the wnlearned, or 
elſe how could they wreft them. But | 

2. It is farther evident, that thoſe who are cal- 
led unlearned and unſtable by St. Peter, were nat 
ſuch as the Romamiſis call umlearned in this contro- 


verſy. They were not ſuch as wanted what com- 


monly goes by the name of learning in our day; 
that is, the knowledge of languages, and philoſo- 
phy, human arts and accompliſhments; but ſuch 
as had not learned the main points of religion, or 
were not ſufficiently acquainted with the grounds 
and principles of Chriſtianity, and therefore were 
unſtable or unſettled. Sometimes ſeeming to be 
Chriſtians, and at other times turning to 7udar/m 
or Heatheniſm : Sometimes ſeeming to quit their 
vices, and then again as bad as the dog turning to 
his vomit, or the ſow that is waſhed to her wal- 
lowing in the mire; they are St. Peter's own ex- 
et > Such as were carry'd away ſometimes 
y one opinion, and in a little while by another 
quite contrary ; like thoſe, by St. Paul oompar d 
to * children toſsd to and fro, and carry d about 
| % with 
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« with every wind of doctrine.” Ego iv. 14. 
So that St. Peter's words are miſapply'd ſhame- 
fully, when they are interpreted concerning the 
illiterate part of mankind in general, inſtead of 
being applied to thoſe that were unlearned and 
unſettled in the ſcheme and deſign of Chriſtiani- 
ty. Again, 

3. Theſe very men are not forbidden Zhe w/e of 
the Scripture by St. Peter, bad as they were; nor 
is there any intimation of blame caſt upon their 
reading the hard places; but their deſtruction is 
laid wholly upon their wwref:ng or abuſing them. 
And if the apoſtle would not, upon ſuch an oc- 
caſion, order the Scripture to be kept from thoſe 
men, certainly he never intended to deprive others 
in after-ages of ſuch a privilege, for the ſake of 
them that ſhould in any age abuſe it, as the un- 
ſtable then did. To fay that men are not to be 
truſted with the Scriptures, becauſe ſome wreſt 
them to their own deſtruction, hath juſt as much 
ſenſe as to ſay that men ought not to be truſted 
with their /zberty, or eftates, becauſe ſuch as are 
of bad principles and depraved morals do great 
miſchief by thoſe things, and very often bring 
deſtruction both on themſelves and others. And 
indeed where the Romaniſts have full power, they 
ſhew that people are as little to be truſted with 
liberty, or eftates, as with their Brbles. 

The direct contrary to this way of arguing, is 
the true inference to be drawn from St. Peter's 
words, 'Thus: Since the unlearned and unſtable 
wreſt the hard and difficult places of Scripture to 
their own deſtruction, therefore we ſhould read 
them more humbly, and carefully, and diligently. 

þ D ay 


” 


[ 26 ] 

This is the language of reaſon ; but ſure it is the 
language of violence only, to ſay, therefore they 
ſhall not be read at all by the generality of Chri- 
ians. But, s 

4. St. Peter does not ſpeak of any one book of | 
Scripture, much leſs of the Scripture in general, 
as it it was dangerouſly obſeure. In which are ſome * 
things hard to be underſtood, does not refer to 
the epiſtles of St. Paul, or other books of Scrip- 
ture, but to thoſe places that relate to the parti- 
cular ſubjeft St, Peter is treating of in that cha 
ter. * From particular paſſages having certain 
[W7razz] difficulties, to repreſent a whale book 
as if it was hard to be underſtood, is a moſt ſo- 
phiſtical and falſe way of arguing, eaſily diſcern- 
ed by every man. There is one thing more to be 
added, which will effectually take off the pre- 
tended objection againſt the c/earneſs of Scripture, 
as grounded upon the words of St. Peter, viz. 

5. The things which St. Peter ſays are hard to 
be underſtood, and which are wreſted by ſome 
men to their deſtruction, are things that might 
be let alone without endangering their ſalvation. So 
that they are not things — 8 to ſalvation, as 
the e profeſſion of 2 uggeſts, that are 
ſpoken of, either with reſpect to St. Paul's epiſtles, 
or other Scripture. 

St. Peter had been writing concerning the new 
heavens and the new earth, and the manner of the 
world's being d:fſofved at Chriſt's ſecond viſible apy 
pearance, and of the Jong-ſuffering of our Lord, 

which is for the ſalvation of all that are to be glo- 
| rified 
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rified with Nim at that time. Concerning that 
awful joyful event, St. Paul had deliver'd things 
hard to be underſtood, throughout his ies. 
Such as theſe : © The carneſt expectation of the 
« creature waiteth for the manifeſtation of the 
« ſons of God.” Rom. viii. 19. Again: © Then 
« cometh the end, when he ſhall have deliver'd 
up the kingdom to God the Father, when he 
% ſhall have put down all rule, and all authority 
„and power.” 1 Cor. xv. 24. And again: 
This we ſay unto you by the word of the Lord, 
« that we who are alive, and remain to the com- 
« ing of our Lord, ſhall not prevent them that 
« are aſleep. 1 Toe: iv. 15. So in other epi- 
ſtles, when this ſubje& is treated on, there are 
things confeſſedly hard to be underſtood. But 
then, the underſtanding of theſe things is not 
neceſſary to the humble believing pious Chriſtian's 
being ſaved at the coming of Chriſt, 

Noah was ſaved, when the reſt of the world 
was drown'd. And yet he might not be able to 
conceive how ſuch a maſs of water ſhould come, 
as to deluge the whole earth; or what the new 
face and appearance of the world would be, after 


that deluge. But by an aſſured expectation of the 


event in general, and by a faith unmoved in Gop's 
promiſe of faving him and his family, and living 
and preaching righteouſneſs all the time that he 
was preparing the ark, he aid his family eſcap'd 
out of the common ruins. So will it be with them 
that believe and obey the Goſpel ; they ſhall be fa- 


- ved at Chriſt's ſecond coming, though there are 


fome things they do not underſtand concerning 
the conflagration of the world, and the new diſ- 
| D 2. poſition 
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poſition or formation of the heaven and the earth, 
and the Son's giving up the mediatorial kingdom 
to the Father, and the like. | 
Theſe things hard to be underſtood are not 
things neceſary to ſalvation ; and therefore St. Pe- 
ter's words are not at all to the purpoſe of the 


| Romaniſts, to prove that the Scriptures are not 


ſufficiently clear in all points wherein our ſalvation 

7s concerned. The truth of the matter is, that 
the Wwreſting of theſe things is more to be char- 
ged on their great and learned men, who explain 
them ſo as to ſet up a temporal kingdom, and to 
expoſe the whole affair to cs and contempt, 
than to the common people's reading them, tho 
they ſhould unwillingly miſinterpret them, or 
not be able to underſtand them. 

I will only here add, that as to this ſubject it 
ſelf, [the future diſſolution of the world, with 
the manner of Chriſt's coming to conſummate 
all things in the ſalvation of the righteous] the 
difficulties which attend the accounts of it, have 


had very great and good effects upon ſome even. 


in the lower parts of lite, though they are obſer- 
ved to have a bad effect upon others. The minds 
of many have been fixed, by ſtudying theſe hard 
paſſages, till they have been more throughly affett- 
ed with the conſideration of fo ſtupendous an 
event, than if fuch difficulties had never been 
laid before them. And if in theſe very things 
there is /o much to be underſtood, as to make men 


more diligent in their preparation for the coming 


of Chriſt; then, inſtead of endangering, they 
do greatly promote their ſalvation. And if in 
the very hardeſt things, the Scripture be ſufficient- 


ly 
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ly clear to ſecure and help forward the ſalvation 
of plain-hearted men, we may well abide by the 
doctrine of Proteſtants concerning the perpicuity 
of ſcripture, as well as the perfection of it. 

The P/almift hath well connected theſe two 


things, © The law of the Lord is perfect, con- 


« yerting the ſoul; the teſtimony of the Lord is 
« ſure, making wiſe the ſimple, P/al. xix. 7.” 
The law or word of God has all the perfection 
which is neceſſary to turn the ſoul from deſtruc- 
tive courſes, to the way of lite and righteouſneſs; 
and it has all the clearneſs and certainty that is 
neceſſary, as a feſtimony or witneſs to make the 
moſt weak, if honeſt minds, wiſe unto ſadva- 
tion, 


3. I proceed to ſhew, that we have abun dant 
reaſon to receive the holy ſcriptures as the xvord 
of -Gop, without depending upon the 76fi many 
of the church of Rome, or her traditions. 

We receive the canonical ſcripture upon a quite 
different foot, from that of its being deliver: 2d to 
us by the Roman church, Our evidences, that 
the ſcripture was given by n/þrration of (30D, 
and that the books we now receive are gen bine, 
are ſuch as would be valid, though there had: ne- 
ver been a church of Rome at all; yea, our p::oofs 
are ſuch as enable us to abide by the wri tings 


of the Old and New Teſtament, in oppoſitio. a to 


all that the Romani/ts have done to corrupt tl em, 
and to provoke thoſe men that have not falih to 

write and cavil againſt them. | 
We plainly fee, that the two Teſtaments do 
caſt ſuch a light upon each other, and prop: aeſy 
| and 


11 
and hiſtory ſo exactly tally, notwithſtanding the 
hundreds, yea thouſands of years diſtance in the 
writing of them, that they are throughout di- 


rected by the finger of Gop. And had not 


many things been permitted in the Fewr!/h vor- 
ſhip and conſtitution, purely in conſideration of 
the hardneſs of their hearts, and to prevent their 
falling into Heathen idblatry and . ſuperſtition, 
thoſe things that relate to the Metab had been 
more generally and more clearly underſtood than 
they were. The author of ſcripture evidently 
appears to be ommſcient, clear iy diſcerning all the 
actions and operations both o neceſſary and free 
agents, and having a perfect view of all events 
throughout all ages of the world. He evidently 
appears to be a Spirit infinitely wiſe and good, 
holy and true, diſplaying thoſe perfections in the 
various ways of dictating his word, amidſt all 
the ſollies, enmities and oppoſitions, fins and er- 
rors of men. The things revealed and declared 
are 10 ſublime, and they are ſo well calculated 
to promote moral virtue and the good of ſociety, 
and the things foretold are ſo much beyond all 
human forefight ; the miracles wrought to con- 
firm. them are ſo great and numerous, and fo 
much beyond all human lor migbt to effect; 
and withal fo publickly wrought, and the facts 
ſo undeniably atteſted : The Pite of ſcripture is 
ſo fall of majeſty, conciſe and yet clear; the 
acce/s it hath to the hearts of men is ſo quick 
and powerful, piercing even to the dividing aſun- 
der ſoul and ſpirit, diſcerning the moſt ſecret 
thoughts, and directing or counter-working the 
molt ſecret intentions: And then the great and 
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laſting efe&#s produced by the ſacred writings, 
prove ſuch a mighty power and energy accompa- 
nying them: And there is ſuch a aniformi 
throughout, in the ſubſtance and ſpirit of theſe 
writings, notwithſtanding the various changes of 
language, and governments, and arts, and faſhions 
in the world: That (all theſe things being put 
together) the ſcripture by its own Fee, and as 
its own interpreter, ſhews that it was given by 
inſpiration of Gop. Theſe are proofs to us of 
the truth of the ſcripture in general, let the R- 
ls, ſpeak of them well or ill. 
To proceed: As to the rational proof, that the 
books we now receive are genuine, we draw ar- 
ments from the particulars following, which 
ve no relation to any ſuch perſon as the P 
of Rome, and which have a reſpect wholly to thy 
times before that church pretended to determine 
what 1s ſcripture, and what is not. t 
Beſides the arguments we are furniſhed with 
from the Jews, and from other writers of antient 
hiſtory, to prove the authority and genuineneſs 
of the books of the Oli Teftament ; we judge of 
them by their being referr'd to, and declared to 
be of Gon, in the New Teflament. This rule 
muſt be allowed good, if the New Teſtament 
books were written by inſpiration of Gop, and 
it we haye alſo proof ſufficient of THEIR be- 
ing handed down to us as were written. 
This will abundantly fatisfy all common Chri- 
ſtians about the Old Teſtament, ſo far as the 
apoſtles, and their penmen, ſpeak of the books 


in the Jewiſßh canon, and quote them to confirm 
what they fay, 


Our 


„ 

Our proofs of the New Teſtament being genuine, 
we take from hiſtorical facts, and from antient 
records ; and from writings of many kinds, that 
quote the Goſpels, the As of the apoſtles, and 
their Epiſtles, ſome hundreds of years before the 
church of Rome pretended to have the cuſtody 
of them. 

We look to the age immediately following 
that of the apoſtles, to ſuch as were their diſci- 
ples, and ſpeak of their writings under the names 
of thoſe very perſons to whom they are now 
aſcribed. And we look to the ſucceeding ages, 
in which many writers both for and againſt Chri- 
ſtianity, cite paſſages out of the Goſpels, the As, 
and the Epiſtles, as we now find them in our 
Teſtaments. From theſe ſcriptures being pub- 
liſh'd in a language moſt commonly ſpoken, and 
generally read and underſtood ; and being diſper- 
ſed into various nations, and ſoon tranſlated into 
many different tongues; we conclude, that if 
theſe had been % (any of them) in one place, 
they would be preſerved in other places; or it 
they had been maimed and corrupted by one ſet 
of men, others were ſtill able to rectify thoſe 
errors. And we have the more certainty in theſe 
concluſions, from the herefies and ſecis that aroſe 
in every ae, which made men exceeding watch- 
ful of each other, And we find both the de- 
fenders and adverſaries of the Chriſtian faith, 
quoting theſe facred writings in much the ſame 
words. Juſtin Martyr's dialogue with Trypþho 
the Few, ſhews that the Jews look d upon theſe 
books as the ſtanding records of Chriſtianity : 
And Origen's controverſy with Celſas, ſhews _ 
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the Heathens allow'd theſe books to contain the 
common faith of Chriſtians. This is alſo con- 
firmed by the writings of Trenæus, Tertullian, 
Clemens Alexandrinus, and others. Origen gives 
us a catalogue of the books of the New Tftament, 
And they are ſet down by two councils, vix. 
Laodicea and Carthage. Some of the books now 
taken into the canon of the New Teſtament be- 
ing gueſtion d, the debates and enquiries upon that 
occaſion, make the ſettling of the whole as it 
now ſtands the more ſatisfactory and authentick. 
To all this we add the confirmation of the prin- 
cipal facts of the New Teſtament from antient 
authors *, who were contemporary with our Sa- 
viour, or his apoſtles, or liv'd near their time. 
And finally, the accounts we now have of the 
various readings of antient manuſcripts, and of 
the many printed copies of the Greek Teſtament 
that are extant +, & all of them confirm the 
preſent canon of ſcripture in general, however 
they differ as to particular texts or paſſages. 

Theſe are evidences of a quite different na- 
ture from the pretended authority of the church 
of Rome, and therefore the inſinuation in the 
Grounds of Catholick doctrine is fallacious, and not 
worth our farther arguing upon, That ue ought 
to take the meaning and interpretation of ſcripture 


from the church they call Catholick, becauſe it 


is the ſame hand from which we received the Bible 
ztfelf. This ſacred book has received no advan- 
tage, as to its credibility, from its falling into 
their hands. But much = been done by them 
to 

* See Larduer's ibili Goſpel Hiſtory. 
+ Vid. Mills Gree. Tel in Dif. de Lib. N. T & Cano- 
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to leſſen its eſteem, and to make men call in 


; . queſtion the truth of it; and had it not been im- 
| | | practicable, they have ſhewn ſufficient inclination, 

. either to have a/tered it to ſerve their deſigns of | 
1 | power and dominion, or elſe utterly to have /up- | 
14 preſid it. We may truly ſay of the Roman Clergy | 
ö | | what our Saviour ſays of the Scribes and Phariſees, | 
i that they make „ the commandment of Gop | 
1s e of none effect, thro their traditions.” Matt. | 
iy xv. 6. This brings me to the other part of the | 
Ls ſubject, which it is expected I ſhould enlarge 


upon. 


II. That a church built upon traditions which 
are befide and againſt ſcripture, is a building of | 
men formed to ſerve their own ends, not thoſe of 
the goſpel. 


I have faid traditions befide and again ſcrip- | 
ture, to diſtinguiſh the traditions upon which 
the power and ſuperſtitions of the Roman church 
are built, from thoſe traditions that have their 
foundation in the ſcripture, and have therefore 
been received by the Chriſtian Catholick church in 
all ages. The word tradition ſignifies only the 
delivering from one to another. When this is 
applied to the doctrines, or precepts, and the 
ordinances of the F it is allowed that there 
are two ways of delivering them, namely, by 

Kane and by writing; and I may add, that 
me things are delivered and handed down 
from one age to another, by certain actions. 
Now, we do receive and continue in the things 
delivered to us by preaching, and by word 9 
| mouth, 
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mouth, and by ſuch religious actions as are to 
keep up the remembrance of Chriſt, and his wor- 
ſhip and kingdom in the world: But we receive 
them together with the written accounts of them, 
and judge by the ſcripture orders concerning them. 
We try what is ſpoken and done, by what is wor it- 
ten, and make that the only certain rule both of 
our faith and actions. Every church thus built 
upon /cripture traditions, is in other words built 
upon the foundation of the apo/tles and prophets. 
But a church built upon vn/criptural traditions, ' 
yea, upon anti-ſcriptural traditions, is a building 
of men, raiſed by the help, and at the inſtigation 
of the Gop of this world; a kingdom ſet up to 
overthrow the great defign of the goſpel, and in 
direct oppoſition to our Saviour's declaration, 
« That Hs kingdom is not of this world.” 

They pretend, indeed, that they have {crip- 
ture to enforce their traditions ; and to this end 
they urge that text I mention'd before: There- 
« fore brethren ſtand faſt, and hold the tradi- 
ce tions which ye have been taught, whether by 
te word, or our epiſtle. 2 Thefſ. Ii. 15. 

Let us here carefully conſider what the apo- 
ſtle enjoins, and we ſhall find that this very text 
obligeth us to hold ſuch traditions, as are intire- 
ly fubverfirve of all that heap of Popiſb tradi- 
tions, which they would have the people to be- 
lieve are favour'd by this place of ſcripture *. 

The apoſtle there ſpeaks of traditions that had 
been taught before, and were taught by the ſame 


ſpirit and the fame perſons that endited the _—_ 
tures, © traditions which ye have been taught, 


E 2 « whether 


* Grounds of Catholick Doctrine, p. 17. Ed. 4. 
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ce whether by word or our epiſtle.” But the Pa- 
piſts apply this to traditions many hundreds of | 
years after the whole canon of ſcripture was com- 

lete. p | 
g The apoſtle joins word and letter together, that | 
they might judge of one by the other, and not 
advance, or receive things inconſiſtent. The Pa- 
piſis would have this to be underſtood of tradi- 
tions that alter the ſenſe of ſcripture, yea that 
expreſſly contradict it, as we ſhall prove preſent- 
ly by undeniable and moſt flagrant inſtances. 
The apoſtle ſpeaks of things firſt delivered orally 
or by word of mouth, but afterward committed 
to writing for greater certainty. That this was 
the end of writing, St. Luke expreſſly declares, 
(Luke i. 4.) when (under the direction of St. 
Paul, as Irenæus and Euſebius inform us) he 


wrote his goſpel. 


But Cbillinguorth quotes a paſſage from cardi- 
nal Perron, upon this text of holding traditions, 


that ſays, We muſt not anſwer that St. Paul ſpeaks 


here only of ſuch traditions, which, tho not in his 
epiſile to the Theſſalonians,” yet were afterwards 
written, and in other books of ſcripture, becauſe 


it is upon occafion of tradition touching the cauſe of 


the hindrance of the coming of Antichriſt, which 
was never written, that this injunction is laid 
down. To this it is replied, that if the very 
tradition there referr'd to, and which there was: 
ſuch a charge to hold, be yet off, becauſe it was 
not written, we have very little reaſon to ſhew 


any regard to other oral traditions, to which this 
charge of the apoſtle cannat have a reſpect *. 


We 
Chill. No Church of ene Denomination infallible, 
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We have ſurely very good reaſon to join with that 
writer againſt the Cardinal, in his ejaculato 
thankſgiving on this occaſion: © Bleſſed therefore be 
© the goodneſs of Gop, who ſeeing that what was 
not written was in ſuch danger to be 4%, took 
order that what was neceſſary ſhould be written. 

Dr. Whitby hath juſtly obſerved, that this is 
not only a reaſon why the church of Rome, or 
even the Church Catholick ſhould be eſteemed no 
ſure preſerver of oral traditions; but it is a very 
good argument againſt all pretenſions of that 
kind. There is one thing that makes it very 
plain to me, that St. Paul ſpeaks of traditions 
firſt given by word of mouth, and afterwards in 
writing; which is this, becauſe in the 5th verſe 
of that very chapter, where he bids the Theſſalo- 
nians hold the traditions they had been taught, he 
ſays expreſly, that what he was now actually 
writing, he had told them before. Remember 
« ye not, that when I was yet with you I told 
C you theſe things”. And in the 14th verſe he 
refers to what they were called to by the goſpel; 
which he ſpeaks of as having others joined with 
him in the delivery of it, our goſpel. Having 
thus ToLD you things firſt, and written them to 


you afterward, we therefore add, Brethren ſtand 
faſt, and hold the traditions which ye have been 


taught, whether 2 word or our epiſtle. | 
This text therefore obligeth us to maintain and 

abide by the traditions which were received from 
the apoſtles themſelves, which after they were given 
orally, were further given in writing ; and we 
are required to ſtand faſt in theſe evidences (or in 
that tradition) whereby we receive the apoſtolical 

writings 
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writings as the word of Gop: And if we do 
this, then we are obliged by theſe traditions, to 
reject all other traditions that preſume to be of 
ow authority; and much more are we required 

to fly from thoſe that are contrary hereto, where- 
ever they are found. Our renouncing the com- 
munion, and proteſting againſt the errors of the 
church of Rome, is therefore made a duty, an 
indiſpenſable duty, by this place of ſcripture, 
which they very imperiouſly, but yet very ſtu- | 
pidly alledge, for the neceſſity of receiving — 
numberleſs traditions. For if it be our duty 
ſtand faft in the things delivered by the 4 25 
and to hold to their Epiſtles, then it is our 

ject things that are evidently contrary to 
epiſtles, and to doctrines and precepts ſet down in 
their Writings. 

In like manner, the other texts which they 
quote upon this occaſion, do fix us down to the 
things delivered by the apc/tles, againſt all the 
demands of them that make their ecclefiaſtical 
traditions neceſſary to our being members of the 
church of Chriſt. I need only to read them to 
you as they ſtand in the /criptures, with the alte- 
rations made by the Romani/tsapplication of them, 
and as wiſe men leave you to judge which ought 
to be regarded. St. Paul ſays to the Corinthians, 
*« I praiſe you brethren that you remember me 
* 1n all things, and keep the ordinances [or tra- 
& ditions] as I delivered them to you”, 1 Cor. 
xi. 2. According to the Romaniſts, inſtead of 
remembring or reverencing the apoſtle, the re- 
verence muſt be paid to the authority of the 
church ; and inſtcad of Keeping the 1 as 
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the apoftle himſelf delivered them, (who fa 
« what he received of the Lord, that alſo — 
delivered unto them”) they muſt be kept as the 
Romiſh church repreſents them, with all that ſhe 
hath added to them. 

Again, St. Paul ſays, We command you 
« brethren in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
te that ye withdraw yourſelves from every brother 
te that walketh diſorderly, (and by a parity of 
reaſon from every church that walketh diſorderly) 
tc and not after the tradition which he received of 
« us”, This us the Romani/ts apply to their 
church, pretending to- apoſtolical traditions, not 
received from the apo/tles, but from Councils and 
Popes ſeveral hundred years after the canon of 
ſcripture was ſettled. And therefore if that 
church walk not after the tradition of the apoſtles, 
that text is an expreſs command to withdraw from 
them, 2 Theſ. iii. 6. The apoſtle ſays, © hold faſt 
te the form of ſound words which thou haſt heard 
« of ME, in faith and love which is in Chriſt 


* Jeſus”, 2 Jim. i. 13. The Romaniſts would 


have this to be underſtood of all the fraditionary 
articles of faith in their church, which are to be 
held without ive or mercy to thoſe that differ from 
them. Timothy is directed to * commit the 
„ things he had heard of the apoſtle, to faithful 
c men, who ſhould be able to teach others alſo“, 
2 Tim. ii. 2. Theſe things the Romaniſts pretend 
are committed to them only. If it were fo, the 

is their iniquity, who have been abun- 


dantly prov'd the moiſt unfaithful men in the 


world, in their with-holding what is truly apoſto- 
lical ; and at the fame time delivering things for 
5 apoſtolical, 
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N apoſtolical, which are not ſo, but are moſt di- 
rectly oppoſite to the ſcriptures, 

1 We do not fay this, without being able to pro- 
11 duce many inſtances of the truth of what we 
BY afſert. This hath been fully proved in the diſ- 
Vh cCourſes foregoing ; and the ibjeRhasbeen written 
1 upon very largely by many learned men. I ſhall 
it only put you in mind of a few paſſages under 


theſe four heads. 

1. Of traditions which they reject, though 
plainly apoſtolical. 

14 2. Of ſome traditions which they ſay are apo- 
i ſtolical, though they are not to be met with in any 

Ll writings of the apoſtles, nor for ſeveral ages ſuc- 
1 ceeding. 

3. Of ſome traditions that are directly contrary 
| to the ſcriptures, and to the declared ſenſe of the 

ii whole Chriſtian church for many ages. 

1 [ 4. Of ſome traditions which have their inſtitu- 

0 tion <oholly from the church, and are therefore 

called eccigſiaſtical; in which they contradict them- 

ſelves, as well as the ſcriptures. 

1. For a ſpecimen of traditions which they 
reject though plainly and undentably apoſtolical, I 
need only to refer you to the main ſubjects of this 
and the three foregoing diſcourſes. In which we 
have proved, That Jesus CHRIST is the my 
head of the church, according to the ſcriptures” 
And © That he and his apoſtles exprefſl require 
all men to ſearch the ſcriptures”, And “That 
every man is required to judge for himſelf in 
te things neceſſary to ſalvation, as in the fight of 
« GOD“. And © That the ſcrip tures are jo 
« ciently plain, and eaſy to * — 
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© as is neceſſary to ſalvation, by every honeſt di- 
« ligent mind”. And “ That they are able to 
e make the man of God perfect through faith in 
« Chriſt.. s | 1 | 

In oppoſition to theſe undoubted apoſtolical 
traditions, you have heard of the arts and preten- 
ſions by which the Romanifts reject them. But 
I may add, when they would thus ſet aſide the 
written word of Gop itſelf, with the head of the 
corner; who can wonder at their ſetting aſide 
other things that are expreſly delivered to us in 
theſe ſcriptures ? They make one of the command- 
ments of none effect, by their image worſhip. 
They make the expreſs words of Chriſt in the 
ſacrament, ¶ drink ye all of it] of none effect, 
by refuſing the cup. They make faith in Gop, 
or divine faith of none effect, by ſetting up a 
human implicit faith in the ſtead of it, And 
they make the doctrine of repentance of none 
effect, by their confeſſions and penances and ab- 
ſolutions, inſtead of real amendment ; as you 
will hear in ſubſequent diſcourſes. | 

2. Fora ſpecimen of traditions which they ſay 
are apoſtolical, though they are neither to be met 
with in ſcripture, nor in any writings in the fir/f 
ages of Chriſtianity, take theſe inſtances follow- 
ing. 
They have added to the canonical books of 
ſcripture, thoſe of the Apocrypha, which are ſo 
called becauſe written after propheſy and divine in- 
ſpiration ceaſed. As theſe books were not recei- 


* There are ſeveral quotations from ancient writers that deſerve 
to be conſulted, with reference to theſe things, at the end of arch- 
biop Tillig Rule of faith. = | 
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ved amongſt thoſe Oracles of God vieh were 
committed to the Jewiſh church, Rom. iii. 2. ſo 
neither were they admitted by the Chriſtian 
church. For the Council * of Laodicea in the 
fourth century ſet down a catalogue of the cano- 
nical books of ſcripture, in a different manner 
from what is done by the Romani/ts. The Coun- 


. cil of Trent exprefly mentions Tobit, Judith, 


Wiſdom, Ecclefiafticus, Baruch, the two Books 
of Maccabees, and a new part of Efther and Da- 
mel; and declares concerning theſe whole books, 
with all their parts, that whoſoever rejects them 
as not canonical, is accurſed. | 
They deliver it alſo as an apoſtolical tradition, 
that the Roman church is the mother and miſtreſs 
of all other churches ; and that without believing 
the things ſhe declares there is no ſalvation. It is 
obſerved that there are above 100 Anathema's in 
the Council of Trent, upon ſuch as donot believe 
points of doctrine there laid down, though we 
cannot find any of them in ſcripture. The offer- 
ing of the /acrifice of the maſs for fouls in Purga- 
tory, is a tradition they profeſs to have from Chriſt 
and his apoſtles I. So alſo are their myſttcal be- 
nedictions, their incenſings, garments, chriſm, wax- 
lights, and many other things ** which have no 
manner of foundation in any apoſtolical writings. 
And are theſe the faithful men, Chriſtians, to 
whom an implicit faith muſt be yielded? How 
much better is it to follow that rule of the apo/tle, 
*« Prove all things, hold faſt that which is good”, 
1 Thef. 


Can. 60. Vid. Hieron. in Prol. Proverb. 

+ Concil. Trid. Seſſ. 4. Decr. de Script. 

Bulla Pii IV. 2 Concil. rid. Seſſ. 22. c. 2. 
** Ibid c. 5. 
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1 Theſ. v. 21. Thus the Fathers of the 4th and 
5th centuries, even thoſe for whom the Papiſts 
profeſs a ſpecial veneration, urge Chriſtians to 
attend to the ſcriptures, looking upon all that 
is difagreeable thereto as adulterate'. There are 
many paſſages in St. Chryſoſtom and St. Auſtin 
often reterr'd to on this head. St. Baſil, whoſe au- 


thority is much uſed by the Papiſis to enforce * 


oral traditions, yet hath one remarkable paſlage 
that ſhews how he would have them judg'd of. 
* It's neceſſary for thoſe that are young in reli- 
gion to learn the ſcriptures, that the mind may 
be well confirmed in piety, and that they may 
not be accuſtomed to human traditions. And 
St. Cyril of Feruſalem (whoſe catechetical dif- 
courſes were publiſhed about fixteen years after 
the Council of Trent) ſays, It behaveth us not 
to deliver the very leaſt thing of the holy my- 
© ſterics of faith, without the holy ſcripture, ---- 
© That is the ſecurity of our faith, not which is 
from our own inventions, but from demonſtra- 
tion of the holy ſcripture'*®. We ſhall yet ſee 
farther need for this advice, 

3. By giving you a ſpecimen of ſome 7raditions 
that are expreſly contrary to ſcripture. Beſides 
what was ſaid under the firſt head of apoſtolica] 
traditions that are /t gſide, though the ſcriptures 
plainly enjoin them; there are other traditions 
which the church of Rome makes neceſſary, 
though they are things expre/ſy prohibited. in the 
word of Gop, Of this kind, is the . worſhip= 
ping of God by images, in direct contradiction to 
the /econd commandment, and to the guard ſet 
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upon it by a particular explication at the time 
when it was given. Ye ſhall not make with 
s me Gods of filver, &c.” Exod. xx. 23. 80 
alſo the worſhip of angels, and ſaints, notwith- 
ſtanding an angel's ſaying upon ſuch an occaſion 
& See thou do it not“; and an apoſtle's diſlike of 
the proſtration of Cornelius, Stand up, I my 
« ſelf alſo am a man”: And notwithſtanding 
ſuch voluntary humility being condemned in the 
worſhipping of angels, which is no better than an 1. 
truding into things unſeen, and a being vainly 
puſſed up by a Healy mind, Coloſ. ii. 18. The 
blaſphemous adorations of the Virgin Mary, are 
a molt ſhameful contradiction to the ſcripture 
rule of worſhip; and conſidering the ſtreſs laid 
upon this in the Roman Church, it deſerves to be 
particularly expoſed. But I ſhould treſpaſs upon 
your patience, and too much go into the province 
of another, if I ſhould enlarge on this head. I 
will only beg leave to inſtance in one thing more 
by which the whole practice of godlineſs and 
virtue is deſtroy'd, and that is their tradition 
about works of ſupererogation, upon which the 
practice of their granting indulgences is founded *. 
This is againſt the expreſs words of our Saviour, 
* When ye ſhall have done all theſe things which 
* are commanded you, fay we are unprofitable 
te Servants”, Luke xvii, 10. And againſt the 
verſes before our text, as was ſhewn at the begin- 
ning of this diſcourſe; and againſt the whole 
tenor of the goſpel, and the apoſtolical writings. 
And yet this overplus of good works the church 
of Roms pretends to have as a fund or treaſure in 
her 


9 Bellarm. de Indulg. I. 1. c. 2. 
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her cuſtody, according to the 2 iſt ſeſſion of the 


council of Trent *; and this treaſure is to be diſ- 


poſed of as their church ſees ft T. The plenary 
indulgences granted upon this pretence, are 

more to be abhorr'd by all them that believe the 
apoſtle, that “no man ſhall ſee the Lord with- 
« out holineſs,” becauſe Cardinal Hofius, the 
Pope's legate at the council of Trent, hath taught, 
Sat the doctrine of their church is the expreſs 
word of God, and whatever is taught againſt 
© the ſenſe and conſent of the church is the expreſs 


© word of the devil. Theſe are things fo ſhock- 


ing, that no man can forbear concluding, this 
traditionary ſpirit is that very ſpirit which works 
in the children of diſobedience. 

But I muſt haſten, in the 44% place, to ſay 
ſomething briefly on thoſe traditions which have 


their inſtitution wholly from the church, and are 


therefore called ecclefaftical ; in which they are 
as notorious for contradicting themſelves, as for 
their contradictions to ſcripture. 

Some of their writers acknowledge, that the 


doctrines of tranſubſtantiation, and of the ſeven 


ſacraments, and of Purgatory, and the like, are 
not in ſcripture ; but others earneſtly contend that 
they are to be proved from thence. And in their 
explications of theſe points, as well as in their 
ways of arguing about them, they have uttered 
the moſt inconſiſtent things: Not only contra. 
dicting one another, but the ſame writer contra- 
dicting himſelf, and upon the whole deſtroying 
the credit of the very things they would enforce 


by 
* Can. g. + Bellarm. de Indul. 1, 1. c. 3. f De 
expreſſo Dei verbo, p. 642, 643. 
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by the moſt ſhameful affronts offered to common 
ſenſe and reaſon. The diſcourſes you are to ex- 
pect on theſe heads, as well as upon Auricular 
Confeſſion, Penances, Cc. will doubtleſs give you 
proofs enow of their abjuraity and inconſiſtence 
with themſelves. 

I ſhall only inſtance in what hw to the #9 
main parts of the foregoing diſcourſe; that is, 
in what they deliver concerning the uſe of the 
cripture, and concerning ora! tradition being a 
rule of faith. When we compare their former 
accounts of theſe things, with the preſent eſta- 
bliſhment and decrees of their church, we ſhall 
find them as directly oppoſite as words can de- 
ſcribe. It has been proved (in former writings 
againſt Popery) from numerous and undoubted 
teſtimonies, that Catholick tradition tor fifteen 
hundred years allow'd the perfection and plain- 
neſs of /cripture as a rule of faith and manners, 
It ſhall ſuffice at preſent to produce three wit- 
neſſes for the proof of this, as low as the century 
preceding that of the council of Trent. | 
The firſt is that of Thomas Walden, who was 

Confeſſor * to king Henry V. He was one of the 
ſtrenuous oppoſers of Wickhff, whole books were 
condemned at Oxford ; at which time the Lol- 
lards (as all Proteſtants were then called by way of 
reproach) were uſed with great ſeverity at the 
inſtigation of the Popiſb Biſhops ; ſo our Engliſh 
hiſtory informs us. Yet in this juncture, and 
with all the power that Popery — had, Walden 
utterly diſclaims any ſuch thought, as that of an 
equality between ſcripture and tradition; and he 
T4 particularly 
* Tritzemins de Scrip. Illuſtr. &c. 
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particularly inſiſts on the diſtance that ought to 
be kept betwixt the canonical writings, and ec- 
cleiaſtical authority &. 

The ſecond witneſs for the ſcripture, about the 
ſame time, is that of John Ger/on, who was de- 
clared by Cardinal Zabarella, in the council of 
Conſtance, to be the greateſt divine of his time. 
He ſays, That if a man be well skill d in ſcrip- 
ture, his doctrine deſerves more to be regarded 
* than the Pope's declaration. Yea, he adds 
farther, © That if in @ general council he find 
* the majority incline to that part which is con- 
* trary to ſcripture, he is bound to oppoſe ite And 
he inſtanceth in Hilary; ſhewing that fince 
tbe canon of ſcripture received by the church, 
no authority of the church is to be equall d to it . 

The third witneſs is Cajetan, who was counted 
the oracle of his day, as Dr. Stillingſieet obſerves. 
He ſays, that the ſcripture gives ſuch a perfection 
to a man of God, (and he evidently aſſerts the 
plainneſs as well as perfection of ſcripture, becauſe 
he explains the man of God to be any one that 
devoutly ſerves him) that be is thereby accompliſb d 


for every good work f. Many 


Non quod in auctoritate zquantur, abſit; ſed ſequantur, non 
quidem in ſubſidium auctoritatis canonicz, fed in admonitionem po- 
ſterorum. Lib. 2. Art. 2. c. 22. | 

+ Job. Gerſen. Exam. Dor. p. 540. To which the paſlage 
following may be added, from the ſecond part of his Tryal if 
Do#rines. Quoniam ſcriptura nobis tradita eſt, tanquam 
ſufficiens & infallibilis, pro regimine totius eceleſiaſtici corporis & 
membrorum, uſque in finem ſeculi: Eſt igitur talis ars, talis re- 
gula vel exemplar, cui ſe non conformans alia doctrina, vel, abjict- 
enda eft ut hæreticalis, aut ſuſpecta aut impertinens ad religionem 
prorſus eſt habenda. 

Ecce quo tendit utilitas divine ſcripturz ad perſectionem ho- 
minis Dei, (hoc eſt qui totum ſeipſum Deo dat) perſectionem, in- 
quam, talem ut fit perfeQus ad omne bonum oxercetidam. N I. 
2. ad Tim, iii. 16. | * B."S5. n 5 al 
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Many other teſtimonies of this kind might be 
produced, in the cloſe of the 15th century. But 
from that time the Romaniſts determin d to go 
another way to work. Inſomuch that they were 
carried to oppoſe and condemn all thoſe former 
Catholick traditions. They reſolved with Cardinal 
Turrecremata to found Catholick verities for the 
future on unwritten tradition, as well as on ſcrip- 
ture. And Cardinal Cs ſet up the notion of a 
running ſenſe of ſcripture, which might be ſuited 
to the various occaſions of the church, and adapted 
to every new rite 1. Agreeably hereto, Pope 
Leo X. condemns Martin Luther for denying the 


power of the church to make new articles of faith. 


In that Pope's Bull againſt Luther, known by 
the title of Exurge Domine, the 22d propoſition 
condemned is ſet down thus: * That it is not 
cin the power of the Church or Pope to appoint 
« new articles of faith. 5 
The errors and corruptions then complained 
of, not being poſſible to be defended by ſrip- 
ture, and yet not being thought requiſite to give 
them up, ſeveral attempts were made to ſet tra- 
ditions on an equal foot with the ſcripture. They 
mult no longer ſtand in the place where Ger/on, 
and others of their own writers before had placed 
them, that is, in the Tae degree of the truths 
of faith, which was the general opinion of the 
council of Conſtance; but all manner of attempts 
were uſed, to raiſe the credit of tradition to the 
utmoſt height, as the only ſecure way. So that 
they got it inſerted as one of the canons of a pro- 
, 2-12 vincial 
ih Poms coy fon ny waning —— 
mutato ritu iterum ſententia mutaretur.  Cu/. ad Bohem. Ep. ii, 


3 
wincial council, in 1527, That to receive nothin 
but what is deduced from ſcripture, is a pernt 
ciaus error | 

Upon authority of no longer ſtanding than 
this, the council of Trent was brought to eſta- 
bliſh it as a neceſſary part of the conſtitution of 
the Roman ohiirch, © That their traditions ſhould 
« be receivefl as of equal authority with the 
«« {criptures themſelves. Of which we ſpoke in 
the former part of this diſcourſe. 

Thus we foe, that tradition contradicts tradi- 
rion, and the Papiſts now become as inconſiſtent 
with themyebves as with the ſcriptures. 

Alike contradictory to all their own former 
traditions, was their taking the apocryphal books 
into the canon of ſcripture, as many of their moſt 
learned men thew'd in the council of Trent it- 
ſelf, But I ſhould quite tire you, if I ſhould 
ſhew the oppoſition there was in the debates on 
this head. I will only add this ſhort account of 


- it from F. Paul's Hiſtory, who informs us, That 


_ no means agree about making the ca- 
r of the divine books ; and they had ſo much 
trouble about SOME PARTS of the Apecrypha, (not 
being able to produce any tradition for them) that 
one while it was propojed to diſt ingurſh the catalogue 
into books of different claſſes, or elſe not deſcend to 
particular books at all; and another while to make 
-only one catalogue, and fot down all the books as 
of equal authority +. Here again, tradition (par- 


Council of Seni, in Fraxce, Can. 53. x 
# This is a ſhort account of what is more at large in F. Pau: 
Hiſtory, tranſlated by 8 1726, Pp. 144, 145. 


ticularly 
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ticularly as to Baruch quite failed; and num- 
bers carried it for the apocryphal books, as they 
now ſtand in the decree to which we referr d 
before. 

Upon this principle, every new council begins 
a new ſet of traditions; and by thus contradict- 
ing and leaving the /crzpture, men of learnin 
are led into endleſs mazes, and the moſt diſhone 
arts; and the poor Laity in common life are ſub- 
ject to perpetual tyranny, and to have new yokes 
of bondage put _= them in every age. 

May we not therefore lay of thoſe that return 
to Popery, as the apoſtle ſays of the fooliſh Ga- 
latians, Who hath bewitched them, that they 
25 ſhould not obey the truth ? To ſuffer ſo 
* many, or ſo great things in vain, (as we have 
e ſufter'd formerly i in theſe nations) if it be yet 
in vain.” But we hope better things of you, 

and things that accompany falvation in the com- 
pleateſt ſenſe, though we thus ſpeak. 


Upon what has been ſaid, I hope the follow- 
ing advices will be acceptable, which with a 
very brief mention of them, 1 ſhall leave with 
you. 

When you are ſpeaking with tenderneſs and 
charity of the multitude of poor ſouls that are un- 
der the Roman yoke, and hoping that many of 
them may be ved, let that very compaſſion ex- 
cite your deteſtation of P ry, that hath ſo 
ſadly abuſed and enſlaved humble and honeſt 
minds. And do not flatter any of that church, 
by allowing that falvation is to be had any fur- 

| 1 
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ther, than as they believe and obey the ſcrip- 
rd If tures. 

Take care, if ever you fall into converſation 
ns ff with them upon the head of traditions, that you 
* I} watch againſt their ſubtilty, in quoting places of 
* ſeripture which ſpeak of traditions before the 
- canon of ſcripture was compleated ; and in quo- 
b- ting the Fathers for the tradition of ſcripture it- 
res felt, or of things declared and proved from thence; 
and then applying theſe things to enforce their 
ecclefiaſtical demands and deciſions. 

Be ſure to read the ſcriptures till you are ready 
in them ; and engage thoſe about you, and all 
that are under your care to do ſo; or elſe the 
free uſe of your Bible, in a language that you 
underſtand, is a privilege and bleſſing that will 
riſe up in judgment againſt you. 

Watch againſt fidelity and immorality, and 
every thing that would diſgrace the ſcripture, con- 
ſidering how great advantage is given to the prac- 
N- | tices of the Romaniſts, by departing from the 
a ſccripture, either as a rule of faith, or manners. 
th And finally, let the ſcripture be made the great 

bond of peace and union amongſt all Proteſtants. 

ad In things expreſily declared, and neceſſary to ſal- 
vation, let us firmly and unanimouſly abide; in 
of things deduced from ſcripture by fair and juſt con- 
4 ſequences, let us leave every one to pay as ac- 
ſo countable to Gop, and to his own conſcience : 
e And in things difpucable, and difficult to be un- 
, derſtood, let us proceed with care, comparing 

1 ſpiritual things with ſpiritual ; and maintain cha- 
ty Br. G 2 rity, 
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rity, allowing for different ſentiments and opi- 


nions. 


Here I had cloſed, had I not thought it would 
be of ſpecial ſervice in ſuch an audience as 
this, to recite one paſſage from a well-known 


writer intire, which is often quoted by piece- 


meal: I mean that immortal paragraph which 


we have in Chill;ngworth's Proof that Prote- 


ſtants are no Hereticks, Which whoever hears, 


or reads, as the language of one converted from 
Pepery by the fludy of the ſcriptures, cannot help 
being greatly moved with it, let him hear or read 
it ever ſo often. Addreſſing to a writer of the 
Roman church, he thus fummarily pleads the 
Proteſtant cauſe. 

* Know then, Sir, that when I ſay the religion 


of Proteſtants is in prudence to be preferr'd be- 


fore yours; as on the one fide I do not un- 
© derſtand by your religion the doctrine of Bellar- 
* mineorBaronius,orany otherprivatemenamongſt 
* you, nor thedoctrine of the Sorbone or of the Fe- 
« ſuits, or of the Dominicans, or of any other par- 
* ticular company among you; but that wherein 
vou all agree, or profeſs to agree, the dactrine of 
© the council of Trent: Soaccordingly on the other 
fide, by the religion of Proteſtants, I do not 
underſtand the doctrine of Luther, or Catvin, 
or Melanctbon, nor the confeſſion of Auguſta, 
or Geneva, nor the Catechiſm of Heidelberg, 
nor the articles of the church of England, no, 
nor the harmony of Proteſtant confeſſions ; 
but that wherein they all agree, and which 

| * they 


Po 


* 
we 


h 
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all ſubſcribe with a greater harmony, as 
e rule of their faith and actions, that is 
8 a IBLE. 
The BIBLE, I fay the BinLe only, is the 


religion of Proteſtants, whatſoever elſe 


believe beſides it: And the plain, irrefragable, 
and indubitable conjequences of it, well may 
© they hold as matter of opinion ; but as mat- 
© ter of faith and religion, neither can they with 
coherence to their own grounds believe it them- 
© ſelves, nor require the belief of it of others, 
© without moſt high and ſchiſmatical preſumpti- 
on. I for my part, after a long, and (as I 
* verily believe and hope) impartial ſearch of the 
© true way to eternal happineſs, * rofeſs plainly 
© that I cannot find any reſt for the ſole of my 
© foot, but upon this — only. 
I ee plainly, and with mine own eyes, that 
© there are 1 s againſt Pope's, Councils againſt 
© Councils, ſome Fathers againſt others, the 


« fame Fathers againſt themſelves, a conſent of 


Fathers of one age againſt a conſent of Fathers 
* of another age, the Church of one age againſt 
the Church of another age: Traditive inter- 

* pretations of ſcripture are pretended, but there 
* are few or none to be found: No tradition but 
only of ſcripture, can derive itſelf from the 
fountain, but may be plainly proved to be 
* brought in, in ſuch an age after Chriſt, or 
* that ſuch an age it was not 1n. In a 
* word, there is no ſufficient certainty but of 
F ſcripture only, for any confidering man to build 
upon. This therefore, and this only I have 


t reaſon to believe: This 1 will — accord- 


ing 
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© ing to this I will live, and for this if there 
© beoccafion I will not only willingly, but even 
« gladly, loſe my life, though I ſhould be ſorry 
« that Chriſtians ſhould take it fromme. 

| © Propoſe me any thing out of this book, and 
© require whether I believe or no, and ſeem it 
© never ſo incomprehenſible to human reaſon, 
I will ſubſcribe it with hand and heart, as 
© knowing no demonſtration can be ſtronger than 
« this, “God hath ſaid ſo, therefore is it true”, 
In other things, I will take no man's liberty of 
4 0 Judging from him; neither ſhall any man take 
4} mine from me. I will think no man the worſe 

| 

i 

; 


* man, nor the worſe Chriſtian, I will love no 
man theleſs for differing in opinion from me. 
by And what meaſure I mete to others, I expect 
11:18 from them again. I am fully aſſured that God 
© does not, and therefore men ought not to re- 
i} « quire any more of any man than this, To 
ce believe the ſcripture to be God's word, to en- 
« deavour to find the true ſenſe of it, and to live 
ic according to it'. | | 
May this be our happineſs through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, to whom be glory now and ever, 
Amen. 
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